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FOR PURPOSES OF THIS
INITIATIVE, “LIVING SHORELINE
TREATMENT 1S

A shoreline management praciice
that pravides erosion control
henefits; protects, resiores or

enhances natural shoreline habitat,

and miaintains coastal processes
through the strategic placement of
plants, stone, sand fill and other
structural and organic materials.

(ON-GOING FUNDING FOR
MANAGEMENT OF THE LLSSI
COMES FROM THE KEe1TH
CamprBiLL FOUNDATION FOR
THE ENVIRONMENT. PARTNERS
AND SUPPORTERS OF THE LSSI
INCLUDE:

The Chesapeake Bay Foundation

University of Maryland Center for
Environmental Studies

Firginia Institute of Marine Science

Maryland Departiment of Natural
Resources

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
Chesapeake Bay Field Office

National Aguarivm in Baltimore

Coastal Design and Construction

Flood Brathers Marine Consultants

Anne Arundel County
Chesapeake Bay Trust; and

Chesapeake Bay Environmental
Center:

he Living Shorelines Stewardship Initiative
(LSSI) is a collaborative project that is
supported by several public and private entities.

» The overall goal of the LSSI is to improve water quality and enhance
habitat for living resources in the Chesapeake Bay through the shoreline
management efforts of individual waterfront property owners,

» Key strategies to reaching the goal include: using science to drive appro-
priate types and locations for “living shorelines” treatments; and facili-
tating the institutionalization of living shorelines approaches through
contractors and shoreline management policy makers.

b The ultimate desired outcome is to have: “Maryland and Virginia shore-
front property owners routinely consider and frequently choose living
shoreline alternatives as their preferred shoreline management treat-
ment™.

“Living shoreline” treatments can be used to reduce sediment and nuirients
by stabilizing shorelines in low and medium wave energy areas and to estab-
lish vital habitats that help sustain or enhance a variety of plant communities,
beach strand habitat and living resources found at the water’s edge. These
naturalized shoreline treatments emphasize the use of techniques such as:

* marsh plantings

* supplementary beach nourishment

* low profile breakwaters and sills

» small artificial island systems; and

» strategically placed structural and organic materials (e.g. biologs,
oyster reefs etc.)

The purpose of these treatments is to restore or protect critically important
habitat for living resources by facilitating natural coastal processes such as
sediment trapping and nutrient reduction; wave attenuation; free movement
of sands, sediment and gravel in the littoral zone and detritus cycling.







